THE NEW RUSSIAN: PRODUCTIVITY
creation of the elements for a new and higher
formation better than did the preceding forms of
slavery, serfdom, etc. Thus it leads, on the one hand, to
a stage in which the coercion and the monopolisation
of the social development (including its material and
intellectual advantages) by a portion of society at the
expense of the other portion are eliminated; on the
other hand, it creates the material requirements and the
germ of conditions which make it possible to combine
this surplus labour in a higher form of society with a
greater reduction of the time devoted to material
labour."
This passage on the superiority of capitalism over the
previous economic stages of history leads Marx to a
discussion of freedom**
"In fact, the realm of freedom does not commence
until the point is passed where labour under com-
pulsion of necessity and of external utility is required.
In the very nature of things it lies beyond the sphere of
material production in the strict meaning of the term.
Just as the savage must wrestle with nature, in order to
satisfy his wants, in order to tngtnfam his life and to
reproduce it, so civilised man has to do it, and he must
do it in all forms of society and under all possible
modes of production. With his development the realm